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MINUTES 
 

WATER BOARD OF THE COUNTY OF HAWAI‘I 

PUBLIC HEARING ON FISCAL YEAR 2021 OPERATING BUDGET AND 5-YEAR CAPITAL 

IMPROVEMENTS BUDGET FOR THE FISCAL YEARS 2021-2025 
 

March 24, 2020 
 

West Hawai‘i Civic Center, Building G; 74-5044 Ane Keohokalole Highway, Kailua-Kona, Hawai‘i 

 

 

MEMBERS PRESENT:  Mr. Eric Scicchitano, Vice-Chairperson (via WebEx) 

Ms. Judy Howard (via WebEx) 

Mr. Zendo Kern (via WebEx) 

Mr. Nestorio Domingo (at meeting venue) 

Mr. Benjamin Ney (at meeting venue) 

Mr. Keith K. Okamoto, Manager-Chief Engineer, Department of Water 

Supply (ex-officio member) – at meeting venue 

 

ABSENT: Mr. William Boswell, Jr., Chairperson 

Mr. David De Luz, Jr., Water Board Member 

Ms. Julie Hugo, Water Board Member 

Mr. Kenneth Sugai, Water Board Member 

Director, Planning Department (ex-officio member) 

Director, Department of Public Works (ex-officio member) 

 

OTHERS PRESENT:  Ms. Diana Mellon-Lacey, Deputy Corporation Counsel (via WebEx) 

 

Department of Water Supply Staff 

 

Mr. Kawika Uyehara, Deputy 

Mr. Richard Sumada, Waterworks Controller 

Via WebEx: 

Mr. Warren Ching, Energy Management Analyst 

Mr. Kurt Inaba, Engineering Division Head 

Ms. Judith Hayducsko, Chief of Operations (Temporary Assignment) 

 

CALL TO ORDER:  9:45 a.m. 

 

Vice-Chairperson Scicchitano: I’d like to call the public hearing to order. 

 

Manager-Chief Engineer: Maybe first off, let’s confirm who is in attendance.  So here, in Kona, we have 

Benjamin Ney and Nestorio Domingo.  Online, I see Jody Howard has joined 

us as well as Zendo Kern and our Vice-Chair, Eric Scicchitano.  So it looks like 

we have one, two, three, four, five currently in attendance so it meets quorum 

and we can proceed with the meeting. 

 

Vice-Chairperson Scicchitano: Alright. 

 

Manager-Chief Engineer: Everybody, I want to thank you for your patience as we maneuver through 

these challenging times. 
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Vice-Chairperson Scicchitano: There we go.  Okay, will the public hearing of the Water Board on the proposed 

Fiscal Year 2021 Operating Budget and 5-year Capital Improvements Budget 

for the Department of Water Supply please come to order. 

 

My name is Eric Scicchitano, Vice-Chair of the Water Board, and the members 

of the Board who are here today are Benjamin Ney, Nestorio Domingo, Zendo 

Kern, Judy Howard, and myself. 

 

The Water Board, under Section 8-2(c) of the Hawai‘i County Charter shall 

adopt the Operating and Capital Improvements Budget for the Department of 

Water Supply; and under the hearing and advertising provision of Section 10-4, 

Hawai‘i County Charter, did publish public hearing notices in the Hawai‘i 

Tribune-Herald and in the West Hawai`i Today on March 3, 2020. 

 

We are here this morning to accept testimony on the budget.  Is there anyone in 

the audience who wishes to testify? And if so, for the record, please state your 

name and organization. 

 

Manager-Chief Engineer: So for this particular meeting, as of last Friday, we sent out a supplemental 

notice, due to the Governor’s Proclamation.  We closed this meeting to the 

public; however, we did mention that they do still have the opportunity to 

submit written testimony.  Doreen, as far as you know, did we receive any 

written testimony? 

 

Secretary: As far as I know, there were none. 

 

Manager-Chief Engineer: So we did not receive any, as far as we know, for this public hearing.  If there 

are any that come in, we will be sure to share that with the Board. 

 

Vice-Chairperson Scicchitano: Okay.  There being no testimony at this time, I would like to entertain a motion 

that this public hearing to be closed. 

 

Z. Kern:  So move. 

 

B. Ney:  Second. 

 

Manager-Chief Engineer:  It was moved by Zendo Kern and seconded by Benjamin Ney. 

 

Vice-Chairperson Scicchitano: Okay, moved by Zendo and seconded by Benjamin.  It has been moved and 

seconded that the public hearing is closed.  All those in favor say “aye.” 

 

Board Members: Aye. 

 

Vice-Chairperson Scicchitano: Opposed?  (none)  Motion is carried.  Thank you. 

 

(Public Hearing adjourned at 9:52 a.m.) 

 
___________________________ APPROVED BY WATER BOARD 

Recording Secretary 4/28/2020 


